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HERRING BOATS EXCEED CATCH  
IN CAPE WATERS BY NEARLY 40 

PERCENT 
 

Poor monitoring leads to enormous overage 

 

 
 

 

 

CHATHAM, MA: The midwater trawlers fishing for herring in federal waters from Chatham to 
Provincetown went over their catch limit by almost 40 percent this year, according to NOAA 
Fishery's Atlantic Herring Weekly Landing Report released last week. 
 
By greatly exceeding their quota in Area 1B, a sensitive habitat located a mere three miles 
from shore, the herring boats are taking even more fish away from the striped bass, cod, 
pollock and tuna that Cape Cod fishermen depend on for their businesses. And with inadequate 
monitoring and rules governing this fleet, the trawlers were allowed to go over their limit by 
around 3.7 million pounds with no consequence this year or next.  
 



"The Cape's commercial fishermen can't go over our allowance by a single pound of fish 
without being shut down and these guys went over by 38 percent," said John Our, a Chatham-
based groundfish fisherman. "Those boats went over by more pounds of herring than the 
weight of all fish Chatham boats caught last year." 
 
"If National Marine Fisheries is going to make everyone accountable, that's got to include the 
herring industry too," he added. 
 
The overage in Area 1B is just another example of the fact that there is not adequate 
monitoring of this fishery.  
 
"If observers had been on board the boats to track their catch, this area could have been shut 
down when it should have been and those herring would be there for stripers and tuna," said 
Darren Saletta, a commercial striped bass fisherman from Chatham. 
 
A plan to enhance monitoring on midwater trawlers is in the works at the New England Fishery 
Management Council, but there are still important measures that need to be included in 
Amendment 5 in order to ensure the rule changes actually have an impact and stop overage 
events like what happened in 1B this year. 
 
The Council is scheduled to take up this issue tomorrow -- Tuesday, Sept. 28 -- when it meets 
at the Hotel Viking in Newport, R.I. 

• READ the Atlantic Herring Weekly Landings Report. 

• CHECK OUT the agenda for the September Council meeting. 

• FOLLOW our Tweets on the CCCHFA Twitter page for updates on tomorrow's meeting. 

 
### 

For press inquiries, please contact: 
Stephanie Vosk, Communications Coordinator 
Cape Cod Commercial Hook Fishermen's Association 
Chatham, Massachusetts 
508.945.2432 - stephanie@ccchfa.org  

Website: www.ccchfa.org 
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-------------------- 
CAPE COD COMMERCIAL HOOK FISHERMEN'S ASSOCIATION 

 
The Cape Cod Commercial Hook Fishermen's Association is a nationally recognized, non-profit 
organization that aligns protection of the oceans with the interests of our historic fishing 
community. We support stewardship of coastal ecosystems through education, research, and 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=abdcttcab&et=1103715289321&s=0&e=001IY_7ny2kRj4Va1U2a9kPJP5TE8R2pqR9uoHjTSToew-lFbSRWNwQoKE5RRa9pUrPev6qq5dFeQIcmuyJV5zG3Z4D21IsjMBQAwFlf6q42eIec6jqSlhTWbnHMI7H_Musp6LIQBa8X7U7sKo-nCQQVuCXAV6GvnnD�
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=abdcttcab&et=1103715289321&s=0&e=001IY_7ny2kRj4Va1U2a9kPJP5TE8R2pqR9uoHjTSToew-lFbSRWNwQoKE5RRa9pUrPev6qq5dFeQKbHXXAZmRI6Q1qmShByhiO�
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=abdcttcab&et=1103715289321&s=0&e=001IY_7ny2kRj4Va1U2a9kPJP5TE8R2pqR9uoHjTSToew-lFbSRWNwQoKE5RRa9pUrPkAzugGS6pFTah7fCz6xUhqjVnUG0gqhQyQLg5a05SLk=�
mailto:stephanie@ccchfa.org�
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=abdcttcab&et=1103715289321&s=0&e=001IY_7ny2kRj4Va1U2a9kPJP5TE8R2pqR9uoHjTSToew-lFbSRWNwQoKE5RRa9pUrPev6qq5dFeQLmWpQUhFf3kYzPYks1DJ3u�
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=abdcttcab&et=1103715289321&s=0&e=001IY_7ny2kRj4Va1U2a9kPJP5TE8R2pqR9uoHjTSToew-lFbSRWNwQoKE5RRa9pUrPkAzugGS6pFTah7fCz6xUhq1C2cUvF3fW5chgjnYEQUc=�
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=abdcttcab&et=1103715289321&s=0&e=001IY_7ny2kRj4Va1U2a9kPJP5TE8R2pqR9uoHjTSToew-lFbSRWNwQoKE5RRa9pUrPw2E7bfekD4-zYkLOlibW-SK7GDQtvaUq�


policy programs. Started in 1991 by the local fishing fleet, the Hook Association is now the 
leading community fisheries organization in the region. We are taking action now to make sure 
there are fish for future generations. 

 

    
 

~ Protecting a Resource, a Tradition, and a Way of Life ~ 
 www.ccchfa.org  
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