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PIER PRESSURE: Heavy trucks banned at
Wychmere

By Jamie Balliett
Harwich Oracle
Posted Dec 08, 2009 @ 12:12 PM

Eric Hess owns the Tenacious II, a
commercial fishing boat that has called Wychmere Harbor
home for 24 years. 

Through thick and thin, Hess has relied on Wychmere’s
commercial pier for his livelihood, using a truck to load and
unload his gear. But that access is limited now, following an
engineering report that found the pier is in a serious state
of disrepair and needs to be replaced. 

Selectmen on Monday voted to ban fuel trucks and any
other vehicle that weighs in excess of three-quarters of a
ton from the structure. They also asked a working group to
come up with recommendations to extend the life of the

pier while funds can be sought for its replacement.

The structure will cost around $1.3 million to replace.

“I understand what’s at stake here, more than just the safety of the pier,” said Hess.

The pier, in place for 29 years, is 120 feet long and 20 feet wide. It is showing significant signs of wear and
tear. Although not fully visible to the eye, the concrete decking has absorbed enough salt water to compromise the
material. 

The author of the harbor report, engineer John Bolonga from Coastal Engineering, said the pier has “cancer of the
concrete.”

Up to 40 boats regularly use the commercial structure. Fuel trucks travel down the pier to make deliveries. Cranes
crawl down its length to lift boats in and out of the water. Emergency vehicles use it when necessary.

The new pier may take two or more years to fund. Harwich Planning Board is seeking funds from the state but no
money may be available until  2012.

In the interim, the pier loads need to be reduced and selectmen Monday night even considered the idea of erecting a
barricade at the start of the pier to keep heavy vehicles away.

But Harbormaster Tom Leach said stopping all traffic would threaten the already heavily regulated fishermen.

And, he said, “We need much more than the pier rebuilt.” He explained that necessary work includes improvements
to the parking lot, drainage and other areas.

“We really need this pier. I wouldn’t like to see it go in the direction of a tourist attraction,” he said.

Selectman Angelo La Mantia emphasized that with no funds in hand to replace the structure, the current one will
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need to be taken care of to make it lasts as long as possible.

“I think it’s important to keep this pier going for as long as we can,” said La Mantia.

Ben Martens, a policy analyst at the Cape Cod Commercial Hook Fisherman Association, asked the board for its
support to find a better solution than a barricade.

“If there’s any way you can work out an in-between, it would really benefit [the fishermen] and benefit the town in the
long run,” he added.

A suggestion was offered: a gate with a swipe card to allow limited vehicle access.

Selectman Robin Wilkins felt that erecting jersey barriers would be premature.

“I think what we’ve heard here tonight is this is their worksite, not our work site,” he said.

“I think perhaps some folks from the highway department and Tom (Leach) and some of the fisherman need to review
this and come back to us with a proposal,” he said.

Leach agreed to put signs up within a few days and the Hook association offered to convene a group to propose
measures that could further extend the life of the structure.

 

Loading commenting interface...

Bourne

Brewster

Chatham

Dennis

Eastham

Falmouth

Harwich

Mashpee

Orleans

Provincetown

Sandwich

Truro

Yarmouth

Wellfleet

Falmouth lights will
stay on…for now:
Selectmen delay ‘red-
capping’ (12/10/09)

Prazak takes medical
director post
(12/10/09)

Small mercury spill
closes Truro Central
School kindergarten
(12/10/09)

Yarmouth Police
arrest man for threats
with replica machine
pistol (12/10/09)

Barnstable has fee
increases under
review (12/10/09)

No Army Corps
dispute on 2-tier
waterway fees in
Harwich (12/10/09)

Repair clear cut
areas, says
Provincetown's
ConCom (12/10/09)

Probe continues in
Sandwich house fire
(12/10/09)

Bald Eagle hangs out
in Yarmouth Port
(12/10/09)

Heating problem

Recent Stories


http://www.wickedlocal.com/bourne
http://www.wickedlocal.com/brewster
http://www.wickedlocal.com/chatham
http://www.wickedlocal.com/dennis
http://www.wickedlocal.com/eastham
http://www.wickedlocal.com/falmouth
http://www.wickedlocal.com/harwich
http://www.wickedlocal.com/mashpee
http://www.wickedlocal.com/orleans
http://www.wickedlocal.com/provincetown
http://www.wickedlocal.com/sandwich
http://www.wickedlocal.com/truro
http://www.wickedlocal.com/yarmouth
http://www.wickedlocal.com/wellfleet

http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x1142255261/Falmouth-lights-will-stay-on-for-now-Selectmen-delay-red-capping
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x1142255261/Falmouth-lights-will-stay-on-for-now-Selectmen-delay-red-capping
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x1142255261/Falmouth-lights-will-stay-on-for-now-Selectmen-delay-red-capping
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x1142255261/Falmouth-lights-will-stay-on-for-now-Selectmen-delay-red-capping
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x1682957131/Prazak-takes-medical-director-post
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x1682957131/Prazak-takes-medical-director-post
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x1929464993/Small-mercury-spill-closes-Truro-Central-School-kindergarten
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x1929464993/Small-mercury-spill-closes-Truro-Central-School-kindergarten
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x1929464993/Small-mercury-spill-closes-Truro-Central-School-kindergarten
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x1499226268/Yarmouth-Police-arrest-man-for-threats-with-replica-machine-pistol
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x1499226268/Yarmouth-Police-arrest-man-for-threats-with-replica-machine-pistol
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x1499226268/Yarmouth-Police-arrest-man-for-threats-with-replica-machine-pistol
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x1499226268/Yarmouth-Police-arrest-man-for-threats-with-replica-machine-pistol
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x425274111/Barnstable-has-fee-increases-under-review
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x425274111/Barnstable-has-fee-increases-under-review
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x425274111/Barnstable-has-fee-increases-under-review
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x1682955899/No-Army-Corps-dispute-on-2-tier-waterway-fees-in-Harwich
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x1682955899/No-Army-Corps-dispute-on-2-tier-waterway-fees-in-Harwich
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x1682955899/No-Army-Corps-dispute-on-2-tier-waterway-fees-in-Harwich
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x1682955899/No-Army-Corps-dispute-on-2-tier-waterway-fees-in-Harwich
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x1355827914/Repair-clear-cut-areas-says-Provincetowns-ConCom
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x1355827914/Repair-clear-cut-areas-says-Provincetowns-ConCom
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x1355827914/Repair-clear-cut-areas-says-Provincetowns-ConCom
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x1355827914/Repair-clear-cut-areas-says-Provincetowns-ConCom
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x1620420145/Probe-continues-in-Sandwich-house-fire
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x1620420145/Probe-continues-in-Sandwich-house-fire
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x1062604896/Bald-Eagle-hangs-out-in-Yarmouth-Port
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x1062604896/Bald-Eagle-hangs-out-in-Yarmouth-Port
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x987136224/Heating-problem-closes-Seashore-Visitor-Center


PIER PRESSURE: Heavy trucks banned at Wychmere - Cape Cod, MA - Wicked Local - Cape Cod

http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x1682955912/PIER-PRESSURE-Heavy-trucks-banned-at-Wychmere[12/10/2009 3:10:47 PM]

closes Seashore
Visitor Center
(12/09/09)

Original content available for non-commercial use 

under a Creative Commons license, 

except where noted.

Site Map: Home  News  Visitor Guide  Entertainment  Lifestyle  Sports  Blogs  Multimedia  Environment  Opinions  Obituaries

Wicked Local - Cape Cod | 5 Namskaket Road Cape Cod, MA

Contact Us | Subscriber Services | 

Copyright © 2009 GateHouse Media, Inc. Some Rights Reserved.

Privacy Policy | Terms of Use

Advertiser profiles | Cherrp Local

http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x987136224/Heating-problem-closes-Seashore-Visitor-Center
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news/cape_cod_news/x987136224/Heating-problem-closes-Seashore-Visitor-Center
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.5/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.5/
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/license_exceptions
http://www.spreadfirefox.com/?q=affiliates&id=210615&t=210
http://servedby.advertising.com/click/site=0000767885/mnum=0000805576/cstr=24186430=_4b2155bf,8221726534,767885^805576^1183^0,1_/xsxdata=$XSXDATA/bnum=24186430/optn=64?trg=http://click.linkstorm.net/click/KDAK/BP09/D553/ff80808224e508610124ea148881009c/click?8221726534&type=alt
http://desb.opt.fimserve.com/lnk/?k=NTkzNzA2OzUzNTE7Mzc4Nzs0NzI3OTc7OTczNDYuLjkuZmgubnouZi40OTNAQHh6eW92QEBsaW92em1oQEAtNF85QEB4bG54emhnIHh6eW92IHhsbm5mbXJ4emdybG1oIHNsb3dybXRoICBybXhAQG12Z0BAbWxpZ3N2emhnOzEyNjA0NzU4NDE3NzA7MTs7MTM3NXw3NDV8MTM4MHwxMzgxfDEyOTZ8OzA7NDs0MTc2NzMwOzsyNTAwMDs7Ozs7MWUxMWNlNzZjYjg2MzMxN2NiOzg=href=http://www.myspace.com
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/homepage
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/news
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/visitor_guide
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/entertainment
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/lifestyle
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/sports
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/blogs
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/multimedia
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/environment
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/opinions
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/obituaries
http://www.wickedlocal.com/capecod/homepage/special_reports/x1647204132/CONTACT-US
http://media.wickedlocal.com/interative/circ
http://www.gatehousemedia.com/
http://www.gatehousemedia.com/privacy
http://www.gatehousemedia.com/terms_of_use
http://elocalprofiles.com/
http://www.cherrp.com/
http://click.linkstorm.net/click/KDAK/BP09/D553/ff80808224e508610124ea148881009c/click?436156021198257800&type=base

	wickedlocal.com
	PIER PRESSURE: Heavy trucks banned at Wychmere - Cape Cod, MA - Wicked Local - Cape Cod


	MtYmFubmVkLWF0LVd5Y2htZXJlAA==: 
	wlbsearch: 
	q: 
	market: [/all/marketplace/]
	submit: 


	MtYmFubmVkLWF0LVd5Y2htZXJlAA==: 
	site_search: 
	submit: 
	q: 




