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Catch of the day: Local customers

Community Supported Fisheries

For more on the Cape Cod Weir Harvest
CSF: http://tiny.cc/weirCSF

To take the Cape Cod Commercial Hook
Fishermen's Association survey:
http://tiny.cc/CSFSurvey
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sshemkus@capecodonline.com
July 29, 2010

For those who favor local food, community supported agriculture has become a culinary mainstay.

At the beginning of the growing season, subscribers buy a share in a CSA, as the programs are generally
called. Then, throughout the coming months, they receive weekly installments of whatever fruits and vegetables
are ready for harvest.

Consumers get the freshest foods and the experience of knowing
exactly where their food came from; growers get higher prices than
if they went through middlemen.

Now, some Cape Codders are starting to apply the same basic
principles that have made CSAs such a success to a whole new
foodstuff: fish.

"The fishermen get the most money for their product, the consumer
gets a great product," said Linda Kelley, co-owner of George's Fish
Market in Harwich Port and one of the founders of the Cape's first community supported fishery program. "It
connects everyone together."

Launched as a pilot program in May, the Cape Cod Weir Harvest CSF's inaugural season ran for four weeks
and included six regular subscribers and one fishing operation.

"For a pilot, that's fantastic," Kelley said.

For $40 per week, subscribers received 8 to 10 pounds of whole fish each week; for $20, a half-share included
4 to 6 pounds each week. Weekly shares generally included squid, butterfish and scup, Kelley said.

The Cape Cod Commercial Hook Fishermen's Association is also looking into the CSF concept. The group
received a grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture to conduct a survey online that will help them
determine how interested Cape Cod consumers would be in a CSF and what such a program should look like.

"What we're trying to figure out is who would be the most likely and appropriate people to partner with, what
kind of infrastructure we need," said John Pappalardo, chief executive of the hook association. "We're trying to
scope out what kinds of products the consumer would be interested in."

Though the specifics vary, Cape Cod fishermen typically send the bulk of their catch to auctions in places like
Boston, Gloucester and New Bedford, Pappalardo said. Other fishing operations sell their fish to wholesale
buyers, explained Shareen Davis, who, along with her husband, fisherman Ernie Eldredge, provided the fish for
the Weir Harvest CSF.

Only a small portion of the fish are sold directly to local markets, restaurants and consumers. And some fishing
operations would like to see these local sales increase.

"We'd like to see the fish stay here," said Davis, harvest organizer. "We'd like to provide fresh, local fish."

Selling fish directly to local consumers has advantages for fishermen and buyers alike, CSF supporters said.

Consumers get the freshest possible fish and can learn more about an important part of the region's history
and economy.
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Rent a Cabin on Cape Cod
Enjoy a Family Getaway Gated Resort
Cabins Cape Cod W/O Roughing it
www.CapeCampResort.com

Talk Commercial Fish
Commercial Fishing Forum
Fish,Crabs,Clams,Boats, and Gear
www.TalkCommercialFish.com

Sport Fishing on Cape Cod
Fish striped bass, shark, blues 35 ft
boat- browse our picture page
www.CapeCodSportfishing.com
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"We had a lot of enthusiasm," Davis said.

The program allowed customers to learn about weir fishing, explore new species available locally, and practice
cleaning and filleting whole fish.

"It was a more holistic experience," Davis said.

Stabilizing 'bottom line'
In the short-term, a CSF could also give fishermen the opportunity to sell some of their catch at higher prices
than those available at auction. In the longer term, these programs could also help insulate fishermen from the
uncertainty caused by changing regulations or fluctuations in the market.

"There might be an ability to stabilize the bottom line of fisherman by establishing a small business enterprise
where they could sell a portion of their catch," Pappalardo said.

The CSF model, in fact, has already proved successful in several places, including Gloucester, where Cape
Ann Fresh Catch launched in 2009.

"We've had an incredibly positive response — the quality is probably the thing we get complimented on the
most," said Emily Currier, outreach coordinator for the CSF, which is a project of the Gloucester Fishermen's
Wives Association. "People have also given us a really positive response about being able to support the local
fisheries."

'A work in progress'
Local fishermen have also been pleased with the results, she said. "We do provide our fishermen with a
higher-than-average market price," she said. "We've been able to help them stay in business."

As the Cape Cod Weir Harvest CSF moves ahead, it intends to look to the Cape Ann program as a model,
Kelley said.

Plans are in the works to get a more diverse range of fishermen involved in the program, she said, and offer
another set of shares in the next few months.

"We want to offer a groundfish — pollock or hake or maybe cod," she said. "We want to have a lobster boat
and a scallop boat."

"It's a work in progress," Davis said.

The hook fishermen's association plans to run its survey for another few weeks and hopes to have a pilot
program going some time in the fall.

Though CSFs are still in their early stages on Cape Cod, those involved are optimistic about the role these
programs will play in the future of fishing in the region. "The way the fishing industry is going, it is important for
us to diversify," Kelley said. "I really think it's a very positive direction."

HOME

LOCAL REVIEW

TERMS OF USE  COPYRIGHT  PRIVACY POLICY  SITE MAP  CONTACT US  NIE  ADVERTISE  MOBILE  BUY PHOTOS  

Copyright © 2010 Cape Cod Media Group, a division of Dow Jones Local Media Group. All Rights Reserved.

Cosmetique Salon
$25 Brazilian Waxing

The Woman's Workout Company
Workout for Free this Summer!

Coyote examined as captors face cruelty
charges - 7/29/2010

Sharks: Game of tag tests experts -
7/29/2010

'Time capsule' opens in Chatham -
7/29/2010

Parties settle CanalSide dispute -
7/29/2010

Cape Cod Hospital inquest winds down -
7/29/2010

Orleans District Court - 7/29/2010

Today's most viewed articles

Meetinghouse Package
Meetinghouse has great food at a great price.
The wine selection is managed well and they
know their product....
more posted on 3/23/2010

http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BnPtlWIxRTM3mB8u46QaR7bmXCprrtcEB-t_5zgPAjbcB8OYXEAEYASDz46QKKAM4AFD5vLzm______8BYMmu7YiEpOwPsgEVd3d3LmNhcGVjb2RvbmxpbmUuY29tugEKMzAweDI1MF9hc8gBAdoBTGh0dHA6Ly93d3cuY2FwZWNvZG9ubGluZS5jb20vYXBwcy9wYmNzLmRsbC9hcnRpY2xlP0FJRD0vMjAxMDA3MjkvQklaLzcyOTAzMDmoAwHIAwfoA7Aq6AOyCOgDzgP1AwAAAEQ&num=1&sig=AGiWqtxJQy8s0AREJyE-wPHS4efJWd7sBA&client=ca-pub-4480917982594460&adurl=http://www.capecampresort.com/rentals.htm
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BPIheWIxRTM3mB8u46QaR7bmXCr_U458B_f6x4BLAjbcB0NkREAIYAiDz46QKKAM4AFCYipxGYMmu7YiEpOwPsgEVd3d3LmNhcGVjb2RvbmxpbmUuY29tugEKMzAweDI1MF9hc8gBAdoBTGh0dHA6Ly93d3cuY2FwZWNvZG9ubGluZS5jb20vYXBwcy9wYmNzLmRsbC9hcnRpY2xlP0FJRD0vMjAxMDA3MjkvQklaLzcyOTAzMDmoAwHIAwfoA7Aq6AOyCOgDzgP1AwAAAEQ&num=2&sig=AGiWqtzT46hvioJocYw_kyPaURjNA4o3OA&client=ca-pub-4480917982594460&adurl=http://www.TalkCommercialFish.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BbVr-WIxRTM3mB8u46QaR7bmXCoO9g7oBi_qe7ALAjbcBwPwVEAMYAyDz46QKKAM4AFDQiuOH_v____8BYMmu7YiEpOwPsgEVd3d3LmNhcGVjb2RvbmxpbmUuY29tugEKMzAweDI1MF9hc8gBAdoBTGh0dHA6Ly93d3cuY2FwZWNvZG9ubGluZS5jb20vYXBwcy9wYmNzLmRsbC9hcnRpY2xlP0FJRD0vMjAxMDA3MjkvQklaLzcyOTAzMDmoAwHIAwfoA7Aq6AOyCOgDzgP1AwAAAEQ&num=3&sig=AGiWqtx5hEREdAdIH8VTe7eeDTPHty_ZAg&client=ca-pub-4480917982594460&adurl=http://www.capecodsportfishing.com
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.capecodonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article%253FAID%253D/20100729/BIZ/7290309%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-4480917982594460%26adU%3Dwww.CapeCampResort.com%26adT%3DRent%2Ba%2BCabin%2Bon%2BCape%2BCod%26adU%3Dwww.TalkCommercialFish.com%26adT%3DTalk%2BCommercial%2BFish%26adU%3Dwww.CapeCodSportfishing.com%26adT%3DSport%2BFishing%2Bon%2BCape%2BCod%26gl%3DUS&usg=AFQjCNFIECUUSn9SMdKwUZSkYVuQl72djw
http://www.capecodonline.com/
http://www.capecodonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=INFO
http://www.capecodonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/misc?url=/static/termsConditions.htm
http://www.capecodonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/misc?url=/static/copyright.htm
http://www.capecodonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/misc?url=/static/privacyPolicy.htm
http://www.capecodonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/misc?url=/static/siteMap.htm
http://www.capecodonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=CONTACT
http://www.capecodonline.com/nie
http://www.capecodtimesservices.com/ViewPage.asp?CategoryID=6
http://m.capecodonline.com/
http://www.capecodonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/misc?url=/static/forms/purchasePhoto.htm
http://finditonline.com/sp?&skin=1&p=/includes/print_coupon&adSiteId=523&siteId=142950
http://finditonline.com/sp?&skin=1&p=/includes/print_coupon&adSiteId=595&siteId=243192
http://www.capecodonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100729/NEWS/7290323
http://www.capecodonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100729/NEWS/7290323
http://www.capecodonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100729/NEWS/7290325
http://www.capecodonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100729/NEWS/7290315
http://www.capecodonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100729/NEWS/7290324
http://www.capecodonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100729/NEWS/7290313
http://www.capecodonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100729/NEWS/7290311
http://www.capecodonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=RSS
http://finditonline.com/sp?aff=1&skin=1&wId=233157&showTab=reviews
http://finditonline.com/sp?aff=1&skin=1&wId=233157&showTab=reviews


Catch of the day: Local customers | CapeCodOnline.com

http://www.capecodonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100729/BIZ/7290309[7/29/2010 10:12:58 AM]


	capecodonline.com
	Catch of the day: Local customers | CapeCodOnline.com


	8yMDEwMDcyOS9CSVovNzI5MDMwOQA=: 
	form1: 
	search_news: Search Stories, Videos and more...
	submit: 




