Fishing with Big Brother - The Boston Globe

Slgn In | Register now Home Delivery m muﬁmn @[ﬂhe
b ﬂ Com How do | ""-
become a...
wLocal Search Site Search ' Criminal Project Medical Billing Graphic
| - degrees.info Psychologlst Teacher Investigator Manager Specialist | Designer

HOME [EelZNEHCcINel-i=¢ NEWS BUSINESS SPORTS LIFESTYLE A&E THINGSTODO TRAVEL CARS  JOBS HOMES LOCAL SEARCH

Metro  Nation  World  Globe Business  Globe Sports G  Opinion  Obituaries  Regional editions  ldeas  Magazine Photography

HOME / GLOBE / BOSTON GLOBE SUNDAY MAGAZINE ADVERTISEMENT
' Fishing with Big Brother When Your Message Absolutely
To enforce limits on how much fishermen like John Our are catching, the NEEdS tO Make i-l- tO the inbox

i government is testing out onboard cameras. Excessive? He actually welcomes
i the scrutiny.
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YOU TIED THE KNOT

Here come the bride and
groom! See your wedding
photos

Frustrated with the old catch limit system Chatham fisherman John Our signed on to a new yearly quota
1 system and allowed his boat, "Miss Fitz," to be outfited with cameras that document what he brings in and
prove that he's following the rules, as part of a pilot project. (Erik Jacobs for The Boston Globe)

CELEBRITIES HIT THE HUB

By Cynthia Graber
i July 12, 2009
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John Our drives a gleaming black Ford pickup truck with one bumper sticker heavyweights spotted in town.
plastered on the back in sharp white contrast. It reads, “National Marine

i Fisheries Service: Destroying fishermen and their communities since 1976.” Our
believes government scientists don’'t know as much about the ocean
environment as they’'d like to think and have created useless regulations. He
blames them for the decline in fishing jobs. And yet Our may represent the

i government’s latest and perhaps last hope in its efforts to save not just the fish

in New England’s sea but also the fishermen whose livelihoods they support. Try these nine creative and
wallet-friendly date
suggestions

ROMANTIC BUT THRIFTY?

: The 47-year-old Our is tall and fit, with hair

JULY 12, 2009 COVER bleached strawberry blond and a faint sunburn CELEBRITY LOOK-ALIKES

' streaking the bridge of his nose. He grew up by
the same Chatham harbor that now houses his
boat, the 42-foot Miss Fitz. His father worked
these waters, says Our, and he saw the sea as an
endless supply of bounty. Most fishermen in his
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father’s day navigated the waters in wooden

boats loaded with hand-baited hooks. They'd S DB RO
drop those to the bottom of the sea, and each
hook would attract a single fish, usually one of
the species in demand: cod, haddock, halibut.
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{ See more stories from this issue. When local fishermen started using gill nets
: instead of hooks -- nets that could drag in :
thousands of pounds of fish -- and when boat engines ramped Up POWEE and oo
i could travel farther, faster, the fishing scene devolved into “the Wild West,” says MOST E-MAILED » '
i Our. He remembers his father going out to sea with a shotgun When a dragger oo :

boat tried to sweep through his lobster traps. “He nearly Killed the guy,” Our 1. Gates chastises officer after authorities agree to drop criminal
i says and laughs. Fishermen grabbed at the opportunity to scoop up as much as (charge
possible, as quickly as possible. But in a story well known to most New 2. Cheap, creative dates around Boston

i Englanders, and certainly to all the fishermen, the fish started to shrink in size
and number, disappearing from waters where they had once been plentiful.
Today, many commercial species in New England are considered

i “overexploited” and in danger of collapse.
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“It's our fault,” Our says. “I'll admit it.” T

But he also faults the government response. The National Marine Fisheries

i Service, charged with overseeing the fisheries, sought in 1994 to protect the RECOMMENDED SEARCHES

stocks by limiting the days fishermen could go out and the total weight of fish - Weather - RECIPES Pie

they could bring back each day. This pitted government against fishermen: + Obituaries + Body waxing

i Federal officials created increasingly strict regulations, and fishermen invented + Horoscope » Golf driving range :
methods of outsmarting those regulations. But when it came to weigh-ins at the ABOUT THIS LIST *

i dock, the numbers didn’t lie. A fisherman might be restricted to 1,000 pounds,
but his net could drag in 2,000 pounds, or 3,000, or 5,000. He'd often have to
toss the rest -- many of them already dead -- back. “It killed me to have that
kind of waste,” says Our. Perhaps worst of all, many fish stocks were not
recovering. Continued...

Single Page 2 Next *

C READER COMMENTS »
View reader comments (0) » Comment on this story »

Deadliest Catch - Finale
Watch The Last Two Episodes July 21 & 28 at 9e/p on Discovery
discovery.com/DeadliestCatch

Houston Fishing Boat Rental
Houston Fishing Boat Rental in the Houston area.
BoatRentals.YellowPages.com/Houston

Cabela's Fishing Supplies

Find Essential Fishing Tackle & Outdoor Apparel at Cabela's Online!
www.Cabelas.com
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